
 

 

 

High School Schedule Changes for 2020-2021 
As we prepare for Relaunch 2020 and the return to school, we will be implementing a different high 

school schedule for the year which will help us better manage the requirements around COVID-19.  

First and foremost, the health of our students and staff is our priority. An important piece of this it to 

ensure students are completing the self assessment checklist (copies will be provided to every family) 

each day and not coming to school if they are unwell and exhibiting symptoms.  

Background: Provincial government scenarios 
1. In-school classes resume (near normal with health measures) 

2. In-school classes partially resume (with additional health measures) 

3. At-home learning continues (in-school classes are suspended/cancelled) 

At this point, the government has indicated their plan is to return to school in the fall under Scenario 1, 

however a final decision will be made by August 1st. Please be aware that deciding which scenario to 

enact is a government decision, not a school division decision, and we could be directed by the 

government to switch among these scenarios during the school year with very little notice.  

How is the schedule changing next year? 
 Instead of two semesters, we will use a quarter system. Students will take two classes over a 

shorter period of time (approximately nine weeks per quarter), but will receive the same 

amount of instructional time as they did in a two-semester schedule. 

 Also, in preparation for the quarterly system and being able to smoothly transition if the 

pandemic evolves over the year, all teachers will set up their classes using Google Classroom. 

Why is this change being made? 
 The quarter system will make it easier to transition among the scenarios quickly if the pandemic 

circumstances change as students will only have to manage two courses at any one time. Many 

high school students commented on our COVID survey that managing four courses in an online 

environment was very challenging. 

 Taking two classes per day instead of four will limit the number of interactions our students and 

staff will have with others during the day. 

  



What does the schedule look like? 
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday and Friday: students will have two 155-minute classes 

Wednesdays: early dismissal days, with classes running for 80 minutes each  

What if a student misses a day? 
Student attendance and keeping up on school work is very important in a quarterly system as missing 

one day of school is like missing about three days in a semester system.  

When do the quarters run? 
Quarter 1: August 31 – November 10 

Quarter 2: November 12 – January 28 

Quarter 3: January 29 – April 20 

Quarter 4: April 21 – June 25  

When will timetables be sent to students? 
Timetables will be available to students in August. 

Will start and end times change? 
Possibly. We are looking at coordinating the bus schedules to accommodate slight changes to the start 

and end times. More information will be provided soon. 

Will the school calendar change? 
There will be a minor change to the calendar. The November days off will be switched from the 12th & 

13th to the 9th & 10th. Please see attached calendar.  

Will students still write diploma exams under the quarter system? 
Yes, the government has revised the diploma exam schedule to accommodate quarters, as other Alberta 

school divisions are moving towards this system for next year. 

Will the school be using cohorts to limit interactions among students? 
A cohort is defined as a group of students who remain together as much as possible, and take the 

majority of their classes and activities together. Although this is difficult to do at the high school level, 

we will be able to reduce the number of interactions among students and staff since students are in only 

two classes per quarter.  

Will the quarter system continue past 2020-2021? 
If the need still exists beyond next school year (i.e. we are still in a pandemic next year), we will evaluate 

the quarter system, including gathering feedback from students and families, before we make any 

decisions about the 2021-2022 school year. It is our intent to return to the two-semester system when it 

is safe and practical to do so.   


